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3d ACR Gives Supplies 
to Baghdadi Hospital 

Story and Photos by Spc. Justin A. Carmack, 350th MPAD 
BAGHDADI, Iraq--Upon arriving in Iraq, assets of the 3d ACR quickly

took their positions in the Al Anbar Region of Iraq. The 3d ACR was

assigned the difficult task of controlling what was and still is the "hot spot"

of Iraq.

Each Squadron arrived to their new duty station. They received minimal

supplies to renovate the desolate and meager conditions found at each

camp. In the process, Troopers discovered a diamond in the rough-Al Asad

Air Base. 

Al Asad, a state of the art facility, built by the Iraqi government and fund

ed by Yugoslavia in the early 1980's was abandoned in the mid 1990's.

Located on the facility, along with the majority of 3d ACR Troopers, is one

of the most sophisticated hospitals in Iraq. Within the hospital lies medical

equipment formerly used by the Iraqi Army, abandoned and useless to the

Army, which now inhabits the base. Like the rest of Al Asad, the equipment

gathered dust after the Iraqi Army abandoned the post.

The 3d ACR cleared the hospital, gathered medical equipment and repaired

that which was inoperable. Civil Affairs assets from Long Knife Squadron

decided to give the equipment to the local hospital in an effort to improve

hospital quality within the community.

Capt. Michael Rush, Civil Affairs Officer for Long Knife Squadron spear-

headed the operation to get the equipment to the hospital within Baghdadi,

Iraq, a small town outside of Al Asad Air Base.
Heavy--Staff Sgt. Santana of the 3d ACR carries "We decided the people who needed it the most. The community shouldsupplies into Baghdadi Hospital. 

have the medical equipment from the base,"

said Rush. 

Troopers delivered the equipment to the

Baghdadi hospital on June 16. Citizens and

hospital employees gathered to assist troop

ers unload the equipment. 

"Officials from the hospital were glad to

have the equipment," said Rush. In the

future they will be able to treat patients more

effectively and that is rewarding to us."


  Desert Rifles Desert Rifles 

In This Issue: 

-Captured Iraqi Medical 
Equipment Given to 
Local Community 
-School near Al Asad 
- Worldwide news Taking Charge--Capt. Michael Rush of Long Knife Squadron takes an 

active leadership role in unloading medical equipment which was deliv
ered to Baghdadi Hospital 



Desert Rifles June 27, 2003 

3d ACR, Locals Make 
Plans to Repair Schools 

PROGRESS--Contractors working at a school in 
Baghdaddi pause for a moment to get their photo taken 
with 3d ACR Troopers and school children. 

add or restore running water and bathrooms to schools. 
Officials will receive as few as two bids then contracts will be 
granted to contractors who meet the requirements issued by 
the 3d ACR civil affairs assets. 
Students in local villages and towns are scheduled to take a 

break from school during the month of August, returning to 
school in September. 
"We're working hard to help the people get the things they 

need," said Staff Sgt. Larry Lingenberg of Support 
Squadron's civil affairs. "We're getting the schools taken 
care of right now. I think once the break in school is finished, 
the citizens will be very happy." 
Windle added that projects such as providing locals with 

treated water, repairing bridges, the train station and ending 
black market sales of petroleum products are other chal
lenges, which civil affairs assets are currently confronting. 

COMMUNICATION--Translator Spc. Amanda 
Windle of Support Squadron talks with construc-

Story and Photos by Spc. Justin A. Carmack, 350th MPAD 
Once the fall of the Ba'ath Party was complete, the citizens 

of Iraq were freed of a tyranical government - now they may 
think, feel and say what that like. One may have the free
dom to make choices. However, what good is freedom if 
one may not travel freely, gain a proper education or obtain 
necessities such as water? These are all problems, which 
locals currently face. 
Troopers from the 3d Armored Cavalry Regiment are work

ing closely with Iraqi officials to solve the many problems 
within Iraqi towns near Al Asad Air Base. 
"Right now schools are one of our top priorities," said Spc. 
Amanda Windle, translator with Support Squadron 
"The schools were in really bad shape," added Capt. 

Dominguez, acting civil affairs officer of Support Squadron. 
"They didn't have the most basic necessities - from func
tioning bathrooms to pencils." 
On June 13 acting civil affairs assets from Support 

Squadron met with local officials to discus the condition of 
local schools as well as other civil issues. 
Iraqi officials are currently taking bids for projects that will 

EXCITED--An Iraqi child is all smiles as Troopers 
visit his school to monitor the progress during a 
construction project. 

tion workers during a visit to a school in 
Baghdaddi.-Page 2-
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Sabre Confiscates Medical Truck Used to Transport Weapons

By Spc. Justin A. Carmack, 350th MPAD 
Photos provided by Saber Squadron 

War has a life-long effect on anyone who ever experiences it.

Arguably, without war, the world would be a better place, but we

as a society, and a world, continue to find a way to fight with one

another. Some of the most educated men in the world have creat

ed philosophies, which may allow us to live in peace, but in the

end humans seem to turn back to violence to solve our problems.

As history unfolds, the gruesome affairs of war continue to mold

history, and as history advances, so do the rules of modern war-

fare.

After World War I, many nations from around the world stood-

back and examined modern warfare. They decided there must be

rules of war, rules that each country’s armed forces must abide by

for the safety of innocent civilians as well as soldiers. 

There are those that have sworn allegiance to Saddam Hussein

and still stand behind his ideals even after the fall of the regime.

Known as 'dead-enders,' these groups are using tactics that go

against the rules of war established by the world.
 Confiscated--Troopers from Sabre Squadron store the 

medical supply truck at their base in Ar Ramadi. 

On June 17 soldiers from the 3d Armored Cavalry Regiment set 
up a traffic control point (TCP) in Ar Ramadi, Iraq. 
from Sabre Squadron were experiencing what they called a rou
tine TCP. 
"We were stopping cars to enforce the curfew that evening," said 
Sgt. Justin Armstrong of Eagle Troop. 
much action even up until the point that we stopped the van." 
During TCPs Troopers typically stop cars, remind them of curfew 
violations, and then check the automobiles for weapons. 
On this evening, a white van bearing a Red Crescent moon, usu
ally used to mark an ambulance or medical supplies, approached 
the TCP. 
mounted soldiers approached the vehicle as men stepped out. 
"We grew suspicious of the men because they were overly 
friendly. 

happy to see us," explained Anderson. 
Troopers opened the back of the vehicle and entered as they nor
mally would. 
large cloth. 
find not one, but 36 boxes containing six rocket propelled grenade 
warheads. 
Anderson added," We were really surprised to see the RPGs in the 
ambulance, we took them as enemy prisoners of war and I drove 
the van back here (Sabre Base)." 
The ambulance was hotwired, indicating the men had stolen the 
van, and demonstrating that they would stop at no ends to trans-
port weapons to those willing to use them against Coalition 
Forces. 
This incident has not been officially termed as a war crime. 
However, officials from the re-established Iraqi court system are 
considering trying this as a war crime during the first session of 
court. 

Image of week 

This week’s photo is a cartoon relates the 
benefits of having a quartermaster company 
attached to the regiment. 
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Firepower--A Trooper from Sabre Squadron displays 
RPGs that were confiscated from the medical supply 
truck. 

Photo by Cpl. Joe Niesen 

Troopers 

"We weren't expecting 

disTroopers from Sabre Squadron stopped the van and 

Usually when we stop cars the people aren't very 

A trooper stood on top of a crate covered with a 
When he lifted the cloth the soldier was surprised to 
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Reserve Spotlight... 
Story and Photos by 
Cpl. Joe Niesen, 
350th MPAD 

When the 3d ACR rolls out on a mission, it is an impressive beast. 
Squadrons of tanks, platoons of fighting vehicles and aircraft are just 
a few of the tactical elements that it has at its disposal. Yet, in order to 
keep this great military machine moving, the 3d ACR must call upon 
outside aid from Army Reserve and National Guard units. These units 
provide everything from shower facilities and ambulance services to 
aid the troops in the field, to psychological operations and civil affairs 
personnel who work with local populations to create better relation-
ships between soldiers and civilians. Listed below, are a few of those 
units who have been deployed with the 3d ACR to the region near Hit, 
Iraq. 

The 489th Mechanized Engineer Company - Reserve 
component from Conway, Arkansas 
Whether it's demolishing a building to create a secure perimeter or dig

ging burn pits for trash, the engineers attached to the 3d ACR are con
stantly busy. At Forward Operations Base Eden, the engineers have 
improved perimeter defenses and worked hard at improving the living 
conditions on the base. They also assist in conducting force protection 
patrols and have installed a number of observation towers around the 
facilities. Their work off the post, in the town of Hit, has been limited. 
However, they have conducted repairs at a local pump station to restore 
water and assisted in small electrical projects in town. 

DOZIN’-- Spec. James Chandler with Bravo com
pany, 489th Engineers works to build a protective 
berm at Forward Operations Base ‘Eden’near 
Hit, Iraq. 

The 296th Medical Company - National Guard unit from 
Charleston, Arkansas 
The group attached to the 3d ACR's 3rd squadron is made up of members 

of a ground ambulance company. As such, they set up each night near the 
town to assist the troops who conduct the regular patrols in the area. Their 
two M997 HUMVEE ambulances are equipped to get injured troops off the 
battlefield and attempt to stabilize them enroute to an aid station or field hos
pital. They have conducted a few humanitarian aid missions in the region. 
Most of these missions have been focused on getting an accurate assessment 
of the equipment and medicine stock available to patients at local hospitals 
and clinics in and around Hit. This National Guard unit also has the distinc
tion of being the only Arkansas National Guard component assigned to 
Operation Iraqi Freedom. 

RESCUE--Spec. Kristofer Logsdon with 
the 296th medical company prepares to 
roll-out for an evening mission. 

-Page 4-
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Story and photo by 
Cpl. Joe Niesen, 
350th MPAD 

AR RAMADI-A pair of boots, a rifle, dog 
tags and a pack of cigarettes - all soldiers 
know this disply, and many dread what it 
symbolizes. These are the icons of a fallen 
soldier, a colleague who has given the ulti
mate sacrifice in defense of his fellow sol
diers, his country and those he has been 
assigned to protect. 
When a soldier is lost in combat, it is a very 

sobering experience for those who served 
with him. For soldiers of ’s Eagle 
troop, the grim reality of their precarious sit
uation in Iraq has been made all too clear 
recently. 
Staff Sgt. William Latham died on June 17, 

and was the latest of three combat related 

in remembrance of their fallen colleague. 
Their stories painted a picture of a Non 
Commissioned Officer that placed his troops 
above himself. 
close they were, not only in training and on 
the battlefield, but in their family lives as 
well. 

The 29-year-old Staff Sgt. was injured in 
May of this year shortly after the 3d ACR 
arrived in country. His platoon was clearing 
an old movie theater where an arms merchant 
had set up shop, when the shrapnel from an 
M-203 grenade round mortally wounded 
Latham in the eye. He was evacuated to 
Baghdad and later, to the States, where he was 
expected to recover. 
"We heard reports occasionally that he was 

recovering well, we all thought he would pull 
through," explained Spec. Jason Richards, a 

Respect for a Fallen Soldier 

3d ACR

Many commented on how 

deaths. There was a ceremony held at the REMEMBERANCE--Soldiers walk 
scout with Eagle troop, and former crew 

Saber base camp in Ar Ramadi on Sunday. past a memorial paying last 
member on Latham's vehicle. 
The ceremony concluded with the traditionalThe entire troop was in attendance and all respects to Staff Sgt. William twenty-one gun salute. Afterward, several sol-were very respectful as the Saber chaplain Lantam following his memorial diers who had known Latham paid personalgave a eulogy. service Sunday at the 3d ACR’s respects.Several of Latham's troops gave speeches Eagle troop base 

Notes from the Regimental Surgeon... 
EAT, EAT, EAT 

MREs are great food … until you get to that 30th Chicken with Salsa. Ts help, 
but eventually you come around to the hamburger for the 10th time and start to get the same feeling 
you had with the MREs. 
top of the world, it's just that the world is upside down. 
places for new flavors to keep our taste buds happy. 
however. 
packages. 
tability, etc. 
The price for this one is indigestion or … worse. 
fun items from home with the nutritious stuff provided by your Uncle Sam. 
be careful to drain off the water as the ice melts and make sure the entire lid or drinking surface is 
both clean and dry before drinking. 
4) Local food is not authorized for general use. 
no local vegetables and fruits unless you can wash them in clean water and peel them; meats are 
plus/minus depending upon how handled (before and after butchering) and how fresh. 
enjoyable eating is ensuring that your body stays as happy as your taste buds. 
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The UGRs at the MK

Combine this with a swig of nice warm water and you feel like you are on 
It is quite natural that we will look other 

This can lead to some unpleasant problems, 
That boring stuff is pretty nutritious - usually much more than the foodstuffs we get in care 
The more we eat of the fun stuff, the less healthy we become - leading to fatigue, irri
The other option is to shop on the "economy" and get all the variety that is available. 

A few tips to keep us all happier: 1) Balance the 
2) When using local ice, 

3) Don't drink sodas if they are "flat" when the can is opened. 
IF local food is eaten: ensure wrappers are intact; 

The key to 



Desert Rifles June 27, 2003 

The Back Page...

Olympic Commity 
Adamant about 
Remaining in 
Colorado Springs 
Washington-Colorado Sen. 
Ben Nighthorse said 
Wednesday that he will do all 
he can to keep the U.S. 
Olympic Committee in 
Colorado Springs. 
"I'll use whatever tools I have 

as a United States Senator to 
make sure that we are repre
sented in this bill or it doesn't 
go anywhere," said 
Nighthorse. 
Discussions have been taking 

place for years in Olympic cir
cles about moving the 
Committee headquarters to a 
more metropolitian location. 
With New York bidding to host 
the 2012 Summer Olympics, 
many in the committee fear 
that a move may be imminent. 
Proponets of the move point 

to the availability of marketing 
centers within metropolitian 
centers like New York. They 
also point to the recent scan
dals that have plagued the 
committees current staff in 
Colorado Springs. 
U.S. Olympic Committee 

spokesman Darryl Seibel 
responded to this case by 
assuring that there is no pro
posal currently before the com
mittee, nor has there been one 
since the committee moved to 
Colorado Springs in 1978. 

Colorado Springs 
Music Festival Set to 
Begin in Swinging 
Down Town 
COLORADO SPRINGS-The 
second annual Colorado 
Springs Jazz Festival has 
moved this year to the city's 
Memorial Park. The event, 

which is set to draw an estimat
ed 80,000 tourists this year, 
will be free to the public and 
offer live bands, vendors and a 
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2003 Standings 
Winston Cup Standings 

low cost amusement park area. 
Headlining the event will be 

the Jazz band Big Bad Voodoo 
Daddy and blues musician Otis 
Taylor. Denver's Jumpin Jive 
Band will be performing on 
stage with the bands and sever
al local jazz bands will be per-
forming as well. 
The event will be held July 

4th and will have a fireworks 
display as well as the 
September 11th quilt project, 
an American flag comprised of 
over 10,000 panels from 
around the world. 
Proceeds from the event will 

go to non-profit agencies, 
including Junior Achievement 
and Resources for Young 
Children and Families. 
"This will probably be the 

best celebration at Memorial 
Park our city has ever seen," 
Mayor Lionel Rivera was quot
ed in a May 16 article in the 
Colorado Springs Gazette. 

Investigators 
Pinpoint Fatal Shuttle 
Impact 
Investigators have pinpointed 
the exact spot on the space 
shuttle Columbia that was 
damaged by falling foam and 
declared for the first time that 
this was "the probable cause" 
of the disaster. 
The statements were made by 

members of the Columbia 
Accident Inquiry Board on 
Tuesday marking a siginifigant 
find in the investigation. The 
boards final findings are 
expected to be published in late 
July and will set out engineer
ing and managerial issues that 
NASA must address. 
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Question of the 
Week: 
What is the name and 
rank of the Hulk’s military 
arch-nemisis? 

Submit 
RCSM Caldwell in writing 
with name, rank and sec
tion. 

Last weeks answer: 
Logistics (n) - 1.The aspect of 
military science dealing with 
the procurement, maintenance 
and transportation of military 
materiel and, facilities and per
sonnel. 2. The handling of the 
details of an operation. 

Regimental the of guidance 

represent the opinion of 

to: answers 


